Barnes Appointed To Arbitrate Auto Dealer Cases

The American Arbitration Association has appointed Gary H. Barnes, of South Hero, Vermont and North Venice, Florida, as an arbitrator to decide cases arising under the Automobile Industry Special Binding Arbitration Program.  Barnes, a member of that Association’s Commercial Arbitration Panel for over ten years, was selected to decide whether six different automobile dealerships, located in the Pacific Northwest and in New England, should be reinstated.  The Special Binding Arbitration Program allows auto dealers whose franchises were terminated in the General Motors or Chrysler business reorganizations to apply for reinstatement and to have their requests decided by impartial arbitrators.


The special program is unique, because it was created by law, and, by its terms, must end by June 23, 2010.  By that deadline, every dealer who requests arbitration must have been given a full opportunity to meet seven different criteria which the arbitrator must consider in determining whether to reinstate the dealership.

Barnes practices law through his professional association, and is of counsel to the Vermont law firm, Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC.  Barnes practices part of the year in Venice, Florida, and the rest of the year in the firm’s Burlington office.  Admitted to practice in Vermont, Massachusetts and Florida, Barnes is an experienced arbitrator and mediator, and has recently completed advanced studies in mediation at the Harvard Law School’s Mediation Workshop, and pursued further studies with a University of Miami affiliated mediation practicum. 
Barnes concentrates his practice on disputes involving businesses, insurance coverage, and accountant malpractice issues.  He is a court-appointed mediator for the United States District Court for the District of Vermont.
